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Abstract. This Environmental Assessment (EA) is a public document that will provide sufficient evidence and analysis 
for determining whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI). It reveals the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of three alternatives. Alternative 1 is the No Action 
Alternative.  Alternative 2 is the Proposed Action as described in the Scoping Statement.  Alternative 3 is the Modified 
Proposed Action, with additional mitigations and project design features based on scoping. 
 
The due date for comments is July 3, 2001.  
 
Reviewers should provide the Forest Service with their comments during the review period of the EA. This will enable 
the Forest Service to analyze and respond to the comments at one time and to use information acquired in the 
preparation of the Decision Notice, thus avoiding undue delay in the decision making process.  
 
Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be 
considered part of the public record on this proposed action and will be available for public inspection. Comments 
submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit only anonymous comments will 
not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR Part 215. Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27 (d), 
any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality. Persons requesting such confidentiality should be aware that, 
under FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets. The 
Forest Service will inform the requester of the agency’s decision regarding the request for confidentiality, and where 
the request is denied, the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the comments may be 
resubmitted with or without name and address within 10 days.  
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or family status. (Not all bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative mans for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-2791. 
 
To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, US Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC; or call (202 
245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 
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